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the proceedings on this floor, say fare-
well, farewell to a valued member of
their staff, and of ours.

For the past 17 years, Marian Van
Den Berg has been a transcriber with
the official reporters. As we all know,
working with the official reporters is
not a 9-to-5 job. It often entails long
hours, demands devotion far beyond
that called for with ordinary jobs, and
requires a high degree of competence.
Marian has met all these criteria and
more. She has been an outstanding,
hard-working, always cheerful, always
devoted member of our staff.

She is now leaving to pursue a new
career.

Marian is a native of Annapolis, MD,
I tell my friend, Mr. GILCHREST, one of
his constituents. The daughter of
champion swimmers, her mother was a
swimmer of Olympic caliber. Marian
herself lives near the bay in Annapolis
and has had a lifelong love of the water
and water activities.

She attended the University of Mary-
land, and then Strayer Business Col-
lege and Strayer School of Court Re-
porting. While living in California, she
worked at IBM. At home in Annapolis,
she worked at the Naval Academy.

In addition to her work with the re-
porters, Marian worked 2 years with
Representative Clark Thompson of
Texas.

Her children are Susan and Rick,
son-in-law, Tom, and she is the loving
and proud grandmother of young Pat-
rick—whose picture she shows at every
opportunity.

Marian loves music of all kinds, is a
jazz aficionado, is especially devoted to
rock and roll, and plays a mean piano,
I am told.

This exemplary employee of the
House of Representatives will be great-
ly missed by her colleagues and by
each and every Member of the House of
Representatives and the American pub-
lic whom she serves. Marian has
touched the hearts of everyone who has
had the good fortune to meet her and
to work with her.

Marian, there are just a few of us on
the floor, but if you would please rise
we would like to give you a hand and
thank you so much for all you have
done for all of us.

Marian, God bless you and Godspeed.
f

REPUBLICAN CONTRACT WITH
AMERICA

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, our Contract With America
states the following: On the first day of
Congress, a Republican House will re-
quire Congress to live under the same
laws as everyone else; cut committee
staffs by one-third; and cut the con-
gressional budget. We kept out prom-
ise.

The contract continues and in the
first 100 days, we promised to vote on
the following items: A balanced budget

amendment—we kept out promise; un-
funded mandates legislation—we kept
our promise; line-item veto—we kept
our promise; a new crime package to
stop violent criminals—we kept our
promise; national security restoration
to protect our freedoms—we kept our
promise; government regulatory re-
form—we kept our promise; common-
sense legal reform to end frivolous law-
suits—we kept our promise; welfare re-
form to encourage work, not depend-
ence—we’re starting this today; family
reinforcement to crack down on dead-
beat dads and protect our children; tax
cuts for middle-income families; Senior
Citizens’ Equity Act to allow our sen-
iors to work without Government pen-
alty; and congressional term limits to
make Congress a citizen legislature.

This is our Contract With America.

f

WELFARE REFORM

(Mr. DINGELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, today
we take up the welfare reform bill
sponsored by our Republican col-
leagues. This would end cash assistance
for mothers, children, and legal immi-
grants.

Last week my own cardinal for the
archdiocese of Detroit said this: ‘‘The
measure of any such reforms will be
whether or not they enhance the lives
and dignity of poor children and their
families.’’

The truth is that these welfare re-
form proposals fail the cardinal’s test
and they fail the test which was set
forth by the Catholic archbishops and
bishops last week. Almost $70 billion
will be removed from welfare pro-
grams; $2.2 million legal immigrants
will lose eligibility; 6 million needy
children will lose their cash support;
65,000 children in my own State will
lose their lunch money.

The Republicans cut money but they
do nothing to improve the way the wel-
fare reform programs operate. That is
not reform. It is wrong. It is mean-spir-
ited.

These programs have flaws. They
should be corrected. Protect the chil-
dren. Be fair. Respect the dignity of
human beings.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT OF SUPPORT FOR
TERM LIMITS

(Mr. BOEHNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to announce to all of my col-
leagues that I intend to support our
term limits section of our Contract
With America. This is a decision that
did not come easily nor have I taken it
lightly.

Many of my colleagues know I have
long believed that term limits were not
necessary, that the voters of our dis-
tricts every 2 years could make that

decision about whether they should
send us back here or not.

But the fact is that some 22 States
now have enacted term limits, not by
polls, not by letters, but by actually
going to the ballot box and casting
their votes in favor of it. In 1992 my
district voted overwhelmingly by 70
percent to support term limits. I be-
lieve that I have to respect the judg-
ment of those in my district.

But when all of this became crystal
clear to me was watching the Senate
debate over the balanced budget
amendment and watching the arro-
gance of six Democrat Senators who
have voted for a balanced budget
amendment 1 year ago, the identical
language, thumb their nose at the
American people.

We, ladies and gentlemen, do not
have the right to thumb our nose at
our constituents. We have a respon-
sibility to respect their opinions, and I
am proud to stand here as a new sup-
porter of the term limit movement in
this country.

f

WELFARE WEEK

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, this is
welfare week. For me it started not in
the abstractions of bill language. It
started on Sunday when I picked up my
mentee, a 13-year-old who lives in a
D.C. housing project, to bring to Sun-
day’s school lunch rally at the Capitol.
She gets her breakfast and lunch at
school.

Welfare week continued for me at
noon today when I went to the elemen-
tary school I attended as a child. Then
we brought our lunch or went home to
eat it. Today 95 percent of the children
in my elementary school each lunch at
school.

You can talk until you are red,
white, and blue in the face about only
cutting the growth in school meals.
The truth is the School Nutrition Pro-
grams will lost $2.3 billion over 5 years
under the contract. A cut in kids’
lunches is a foul. Let us stop playing
kids’ games. Pick on somebody your
own size.

f

REPUBLICANS CLEANING UP OUT-
OF-CONTROL WELFARE SYSTEM

(Mr. JONES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, the Lib-
erals continue to exploit the hard work
and innovative ideas of the Republican
Party. The latest assault is our welfare
proposal. They claim it is unfair to
children, mothers, and other recipi-
ents. Wrong. What we are doing, is
cleaning up a system, which has spun
out-of-control for years. Spending for
this bureaucratic-laden system has
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